
Your History Journey – Key Stage Three

Journey Through Time, Part One

Crime and Punishment

Rights and Freedoms

Year 
Seven

Year 
Eight

This is an introduction to History 
as a discipline. Students will 
develop understanding of key 
terminology and access the key 
second order concepts in the 
discipline of History whilst 
learning disciplinary knowledge 
on the Mali Empire. Entry 
assessment will check prior 
knowledge and engagement with 
History from Key Stage Two.

c.410-1750.
This will provide students 
with a ‘mental timeline’ of 

the topics which they’ll 
cover in Y7. Definitions of 

the key time periods 
established – Dark Ages, 

Middle Ages, Renaissance, 
Early Modern.

Emphasis on Change and 
Continuity over the time 

period.

C.410-C.1750
A thematic study focussing on the role 

of the Church over time in England. 
Studying:

-When did Christianity arrive in 
England?

-How can we tell that the Church was 
so powerful?

-Why has the Church’s power declined 
over time?

Events studied include Thomas Becket, 
The Black Death, Martin Luther, The 

Tudors, The Gunpowder Plot and 
Secularism.

A broader enquiry of ‘significance’ is 
studied, leading to an assessment of 

significance.

C.700-C.1801.
This topic follows two themes – the power of the Monarch over time and the shape of 

the country. Case studies include Heptarchy, Hastings, Magna Carta, Peasant’s Revolt, 
Wars of the Roses, Soft Power and Tudors, The English Civil War and Acts of Union. 

Includes an Enquiry on Change and Continuity

C.600AD – Present. This topic follows a 
theme of Change and Continuity and 

examines English Crime and Punishment 
over 1500 years. Students will examine 

Roman England, The Medieval Period 
with Ordeal by Trials and Jack The 

Ripper.

This is an advancement on the 
skills developed at the start of Y7, 
combined with utilisation of them 

throughout Y7. Students move 
from identifying disciplines to 
utilising them in daily practice

c.1750-Present 
Day

This will provide 
students with a 

‘mental timeline’ 
of the topics 
which they’ll 
cover in Y8. 

Definitions of the 
key time periods 

established – 
Industrial, Pre-
War, Post-War.
An Enquiry will 
be on change 
and continuity 

This is a breadth study and wider world 
study, observing the History of India, from 

Medieval to Present. Case studies will 
include the Mughal Empire, the 

relationship with Britain, Partition and 
beyond. An Enquiry will be on handling 

interpretations

This is a study that primarily focuses on 
the causes of Conflict and the events 

during Conflict in the 20th Century with a 
focus on the two World Wars . 

Emphasis on Cause, Experience, 
Outcome and Consequence. Enquiry on 
‘Turning Point’, and therefore attributing 

significance.

Beyond KS3, students will feel prepared to 
tackle GCSE History with their strong 

understanding of disciplinary and substantive 
historical knowledge. Engagement with key 

concepts and ‘mental timeline’ provide 
students with the resources to handle History 

and wider life.

This is a study of the 
challenges faced 

regarding our rights 
and freedoms over 

time. Looking at 
different minority 

groups and campaigns 
for equality, as well as 

including a study of 
The Holocaust. An 
Enquiry will be on 

causation.



Your History Journey – Key Stage Three

Why does the British Empire 
grow so significantly?

In this hard-hitting 
unit, pupils will 
explore slavery 

and the role 
Britain played in it. 

We will look at a 
variety if reasons 

the slave trade 
ended including 
the influence of 
former enslaved 

people like 
Equiano and 

rebellions that 
impacted the 

economy. 

Students will assess the 
causes of WW1 using the 
MAINS acronym. They will 

explore what life was like in 
the trenches before 

considering why a second 
war happens in 1939.

In another hard-hitting unit, 
pupils will explore the 

Holocaust in depth. The 
focus will be on how it 
happened and look at 

different interpretations on 
who could be ‘blamed’ for it. 

Finally, we end our KS3 by 
looking at WW2. We explore the 

local impact of Bletchley Park 
and how the Empire helped 

Britain in their time of need. By 
the end, students will critically 

assess interpretations on 
whether or not the atomic bombs 
needed to be dropped on Japan.

Here, pupils will explore the growth of the 
British Empire and the impact on native 

populations. We cover Australia, China and 
Native Americans here for a depth study. 

H
ow

 did W
W

2 
challenge Britain?



How significant was conquest 
in the Medieval Era?

How did English priorities 
change in the Stuart and 

Georgian Era?

Year 
Seven

Year 
Eight

This is an introduction 
to History as a 
discipline. Students will 
look at how Britain 
changed from the 
Romans to King Alfred 
the Great. We will look 
at ancient monuments 
like White Horse Hill, 
what life was like for 
people living in this era 
and the Heptarchy: 
when England was 
divided into 7 
kingdoms. 

Here, we will look 
at the Battle of 

Hastings of 1066 
and explore the 

consequences of 
the Norman 

Conquest. We will 
also explore how 

medical care 
worked in this era. 

Finally, we will 
compare life in the 

Medieval Era to 
the Mali Empire in 

Africa. 

This unit explores power 
over time in our country. We 

begin by seeing how the 
Church held power then 

move into how that power 
shifts with the Reformation 

in 1534 under Henry VIII. 
We will look at other 

examples of the monarchs 
retaining power. Finally, we 
will look at how the people 

gained power through 
events like the Peasants 

Revolt and the first 
Parliament. 

This unit explores the religious impact of the Tudors, from the 
initial Reformation all the way through Mary I’s Counter-

Reformation and ending with Elizabeth I’s Middle Way. As part 
of this, our students will also cover how portraits were used 

to demonstrate power. 

Here we will look at the 
beginnings of a recognisable 

Britain. We will cover the start of 
the British Empire, the English 

Civil War and look at the American 
Revolution.

This unit begins by 
considering Britain had 

an advantage in 
industrialising. Mostly, 
we will focus on child 

workers and the end of 
youth labour. 
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